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This Sustainability Plan advances our mission by identifying additional 
opportunities for TNAC to provide environmental education in the rapidly 
growing field of sustainability.

The mission of the Trumbull Nature & Arts Center is to provide nature-rich 
experiences to the members of our community. Historically, our greatest successes 
in this area have been achieved through environmental STEM education.

Our Mission

Advancing Our Mission



What is Sustainability?
ü A comprehensive and unifying concept that ambitiously seeks to: 

• Improve living standards for all Earth’s inhabitants – now and in the long-term.

What Challenges Do We Face?
ü Provide food, water and education to the billions of people who lack it.

ü Stop wasting the resources that we depend upon for our continued 
survival.

ü Prevent climate-related disasters.

ü Save endangered species throughout the world.

Refer to the U.N. Sustainable Development Goals to learn more.

https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/sustainable-development-goals/

ü A rapidly growing field of study for students and of opportunity for workers in 
tomorrow’s economy.

https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/sustainable-development-goals/


How Do We Achieve Sustainability?

• Value Our Resources:

ü Natural Resources
ü Human Resources

• Incorporate Sustainability Efforts into:

ü Our Homes
ü Businesses
ü Schools
ü Our Lives



How Do We Value Natural Resources?
• Learn about the quality and quantity of 

Earth’s natural resources by studying:
o geology, hydrology, ecology

• Understand how we use those resources 
and our impact upon the Earth.

• Reduce, reuse and recycle resources, to 
ensure their continued availability.

• Use renewable resources, taking advantage 
of natural technologies.



How do We Value Human Resources?

1. Understand the inherent worth and 
potential of every person.

2. Maximize opportunity for all people.

Provide:
ü economic opportunity
ü healthy food
ü clean air and water
ü education

Eliminate: 
ü poverty
ü hunger 
ü disease 
ü inequality

3. Work together to achieve our goals.



How Does TNAC Support Sustainability?

Environmental STEM Education in Elementary Schools

TNAC provides hands-on learning opportunities in science, technology, 
engineering, and math (STEM). These opportunities are provided at our center, in 
the school classroom and via remote learning. STEM education is a critical tool that 
students use to understand and achieve sustainability.

The immersive learning experience at 
TNAC fosters a child’s interest in the 
wonders of STEM in the natural world. 
Students learn about the technology 
that underlies the functioning of living 
organisms. 

The natural world provides the best 
examples of self-sustaining, zero-
waste, 100% recycle systems.



How Does TNAC Support Sustainability?

Sustainable STEM Education

TNAC is preparing virtual lessons centered specifically on the topic of sustainability. 
Some of these lessons include:

• Introduction to Sustainability
• Sustainable You
• Nature – the great recycler
• Natural technology & natural resources
• Water conservation
• Renewable energy & conservation
• Climate Change

These lessons are for use throughout the primary and secondary educational system. Teachers may 
use these lessons in their classrooms or present them virtually to students who are not able to 
attend a physical classroom.



Sustainable Partnerships

TNAC works closely with other stakeholders in 
the Town of Trumbull to advance our common 
goal of sustainability. These partnerships 
include:

Ø TNAC members actively participate 
with the Trumbull Advisory 
Sustainability Team to help the Town 
attain certification under the 
Sustainable CT program.

Ø TNAC partners with local businesses
to achieve mutual sustainability 
objectives.

Ø TNAC works with the Town of 
Trumbull Parks Dept. to manage 
invasive plants on the grounds of the 
Center.

How Does TNAC Support Sustainability?



TNAC Sustainability Goals for 2020 and Beyond
• Environmental STEM Education – Maximize educational opportunities that have been affected by 

COVID-19
Ø Provide additional resources to educators for remote learning of nature-based STEM.
Ø Provide in-school classroom lessons for Kindergarten and 1st grade, where possible.
Ø Provide nature-based, hands-on science lessons at the center, as much as possible.

• Sustainability Education – Expand offerings to all grade levels 
Ø Sustainable Students Initiative – Work with members to draft a lesson plan for a local high 

school recycling program.
Ø Develop remote learning lessons centered on sustainability issues.
Ø Create a renewable energy demonstration activity for programs and field trips.

• Sustainability Partnerships
Ø Assist the Town of Trumbull in attaining certification under the Sustainable CT program. For 

more information, click here https://sustainablect.org/
Ø Help local businesses share the lessons of their sustainability successes with the community 

via a new group called “BEST – Businesses Educating for Sustainability in Trumbull”.
Ø Develop a “Discovering Hidden Nature” program to expand TNAC’s educational offerings, 

with the support of Henkel Corp.

https://sustainablect.org/

